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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a method for recovering and purifying N-methyl-2- . 
pyrrolidone, which makes it possible to raise pH of N-methyl-2-pyrrolidone after being used for 
the synthesis of a polyarylene sulfide and recover N- methyl-2-pyrrolidone in high yields. 
SOLUTION: In the method for recovering and purifying N-methyl-2- pyrrolidone from a 
polyarylene sulfide slurry obtained by reacting an alkali metal sulfide with a dihalo aromatic 
compound in an N-methyl-2-pyrrolidone solvent, a liquid obtained after the polyarylene sulfide is 
separated from the slurry and comprising mainly N-methy|-2~pyrrolidone is mixed with ammonia 
or an amine in an amount of 0.001-1 pt.wt. based on 100 pts.wt. of the liquid, and the mixture is 
distilled to thereby recover and purify the N-methyl-2- pyrrolidone. 
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